
Welcome to the RFCC Decision Support Tool 
User Guide! 

 

 

 Use of Google Chrome is recommended 

www.rfccobservatory.net 



1. From the homepage, choose your relevant RFCC (note that at the moment, only the first two are 
active) 



2. Familiarise yourself with the main elements of the RFCC page:  
- note the navigation bar at the top (yellow frame) 
- the sidebar on the left (green frame) 
- the map on the right (blue frame) 
 
Scroll down the sidebar and with the mouse or through the zoom buttons on the map, zoom in and out. The 
first tab in the sidebar, visualised by default, is “Project Info” (red frame). It provides an overview on projects 
and other relevant general information 



3.  In the sidebar, start by exploring the functionalities of the layer list: tick or untick the check-boxes 
to select or unselect layers from the layer list, to add or remove them on the map 



4.  When a layer is selected, notice an arrow on its right in the layer list: click on the 
arrow to visualise the Legend of the layer.  



5.  By clicking the “Opacity” tab near the “Legend” tab, experiment with the transparency of the 
layers, making them more or less visible. 



6.  Now move to the map: zoom in a little and choose a project that is of interest. Click on the project 
on the map. Notice how the sidebar recognises your selection and populates the underneath 
section with information about your chosen project; look also for a specific project by its name 
using the search bar, which opens by clicking on the magnifying glass button on the map 



7. In the sidebar, choose different tabs to start thematic research. 
  
If you are interested in the funding aspects of the Projects, click on the “Funding” tab and appreciate the 
differences on the map. The projects are here shown with dots of different sizes depending on the amount of 
their Total Project Expenditure (TPE); remember that you can make layers disappear by unselecting them or 
more transparent by fixing their opacity in their “Opacity” section of the layer list 



8. If you clicked on a Project before, your selection will be kept in the funding tab as well; 
underneath the layer list, notice how the information changes to study the funding aspects of the 
project. A pie chart will also display the “Funding by source”.  



9. From the map, scroll down and explore the “Funding by year” graph; you can also choose 
another Funding source from the dropdown menu on the top right  



10. The “Vulnerability” tab in the sidebar allows for other aspects, such as critical infrastructure, 
housing density, protected areas, to be taken into account in your research. Explore this tab’s 
layer list and appreciate the changes on the map.  



11. You can print maps off. You may find it better to remove the side-panel first to enable a larger 
map 



12. Looking for more information about the layers and on the acronyms in the charts? Interrogate the 
“Data Dictionary” simply by clicking on its button in the navigation bar! 

Other tools exist to aid: 
Printing maps 
Contacting us 
Provising feedback 



13. Let us know what you think – use our feedback form 

Note, we will not pass 
your details to any third 
party 



Closing thoughts: 
 
The tool is designed to visualise and interrogate the standardised formal RFCC 
spreadsheet, which is produced annually 
 
The tool will be adapted to reflect updates to this file, with new rolling data 
 
The tool integrates the standard RFCC data with a range of other open source data themes 
– other data can be added 
 
The tool is also designed to accommodate data from multiple RFCC regions – future 
iterations of the tool could adopt a national view 
 
 

Find out more about Cranfield University at www.cranfield.ac.uk 



Find out more about Cranfield University at www.cranfield.ac.uk 

Cranfield team: 
 
Tim Brewer, Director of Education, Environment Programme Director, Senior Lecturer in Resource Survey. 
 t.brewer@cranfield.ac.uk |  Tel. 01234 750111 x2752 
Stephen Hallett, Associate Professor in Environmental Informatics. 
 s.hallett@cranfield.ac.uk |  Tel. 01234 750111 x2750 
Ian Truckell, Spatial Systems Analyst. 
 i.g.truckell@cranfield.ac.uk |  Tel. 01234 750111 x2741 
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